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Sminthopsis murina - The Common Dunnart 
Author: W. N. Holsworth 


Until recently the National Museum in Melbourne had only one record of the common dunnart 
(Sminthopsis murina) in north central Victoria. In 1980, Morton, Wainer and Thwaites (quoting 
Wakefield 1966) said the S. murina had been reported only from mallee vegetation. However 
their survey recorded it in open forest of red stringybark near Linton and the Christmas Hills north- 
east of Melbourne. As a result of work done by members of the Mammal Survey Group of the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, the common dunnart is now believed to be widely distributed in 
the grey box - red ironbark forest and the whipstick mallee of the Bendigo area. 


The distribution map in Marlow's little Jacaranda Pocket Guide (1962) indicated that the common 
dunnart should be found along the east coast from Cairns to Adelaide, and in south-west Western 
Australia. The Complete Book of Australian Mammals (Strahan 1983) indicates a more extensive 
distribution in Western Australia and South Australia but its distribution in Queensland as restricted 
to the Cairns area. It is shown as being present in the southern half of NSW and all of Victoria, 
except the coastal area. The coastal region of Victoria is now considered to be occupied by a 
closely related and newly recognized species, the white-footed dunnart Sminthopsis leucopus . 
The map in Morton, Wainer and Thwaites (1980) show S. Jeucopus to be no further than 150 km 
from the coast, and almost all records to be south of the Great Dividing Range. 


On 23 March 1979, Roy Speechley, a member of the Mammal Survey Group found a mouse-sized 
marsupial mammal inside a tree hollow near Longlea. Its grey back and greyish white belly 
identified it as the common dunnart. In 1982 Patrick Egan found the remains of one in the 
Wellsford Forest. Since then several more of these insectivorous marsupials have been brought to 
the attention of the Mammal Survey Group. Most recently has been the recovery of 5 individuals 
from the Whipstick-Kamarooka area during a pit trapping survey (Dale Gibbons, pers. 
comm.).Although the common dunnart normally eats insects, it will eat the mixture of peanut 
butter, honey and oatmeal that is used as bait, but it will not enter the metal Elliot traps that we use 
in our regular survey work. 


The common dunnart is a carnivorous marsupial in the superfamily Dasyuroidea along with the 
Thylacine, numbat, and the large group of mammals which make up the family Dasyuridae (The 
word Dasyurus means hairy tail). It is grouped in the subfamily Sminthopsinae along with the 
desert living ningauis and kultarr (Jerboa-marsupial). The common dunnart shares. many 
characteristics with the other members of family Dasyuridae. Dasyurids have teeth designed for 
cutting and shearing. They have 4 pairs of upper incisors (front teeth), 3 pairs of lower incisors, 1 
canine and 7 pairs of premolars and molars top and bottom. Female Dasyurids have 4 to 12 
nipples, some have a pouch, others have only a fold of skin during lactation. Only the ningauis, 
kultarr, spotted-tailed quoll and Tasmanian devil have permanent pouches. The young cling to the 
teat during their early development and later, when they are too big to carry they are left in a nest. 


There are 12 species of Sminthopsis listed in the Complete Book of Australian Mammals but only 
3 are found in Victoria. The Victorian species are the common dunnart, the white-footed dunnart, 
and the fat-tailed dunnart Sminthopsis crassicaudata. The fat-tailed dunnart is found in the 
Bendigo region and most of southern Australia west of the Great Dividing Range. The white- 
footed dunnart has been the subject of several studies near Bega by Lunney and others. 


In general references the habitat of the common dunnart is described as woodland, open forest and 
heathland but the only published studies of its natural history are the several papers by Barry Fox. 
A more precise analysis of its habitat in the Myall Lakes is provided by Fox (1982b). There the 
common dunnart lives along with another insectivorous marsupial Antechinus stuartii. In the open 
forest the dunnarts utilized the drier habitats with less dense understory vegetation and sparse leaf 
litter. On the heathland A. stuartii was in the mallee-form eucalypts, forest edges and wet heaths, 
whereas S. murina occupied the tall dry heathlands and avoided the wetter areas. 

In burnt areas, the dunnarts increased in number about 4 years following the fire, but the 
antechinus responded more slowly and did not reach peak abundance until at least 6 years after. A 
comparison of the two species is made in Fox's Table 6, p. 194 which is presented below. 


Table 6 A summary of some of the parameters which illustrate ecological separation between 
these two species. 


Summary of Ecological Separation 


Habitat Parameters Antechinus stuartii 


Heath 
Altitude and Soil Moisture Higher and drier Lower and wetter 
Vegetation up to 1m Less dense 


Plant Species Diversity 
Understory heigh 


Successional stage 

Population peak 

Reproduction 
Polyoestrous Monoestrous 
(2 litters/year) (1 litter/year) 
8-10 teats 8 teats 


The above chart shows interesting differences in the reproductive biology of the Sminthopsis 
compared to Antechinus. The dunnart is able to produce two litters per year, and possibly larger 
litters. The oestrous cycle is 24 days and the gestation period is only 12.5 days (compared to 31.5 
days for Antechinus). The baby dunnart which is attached to a teat for its first 34 days, grows 
rapidly and is independent in about 69 days. The mating to weaning time of the dunnart is 75-80 
days compared to 120 days for Antechinus. In the Myall Lakes area, and probably elsewhere; a 
second pregnancy follows so that two litters are born during the August to March breeding season 
(Fox and Whitford). This allows a rapid increase in the dunnart population following a fire (Fox 
1982a, 1982b, Fox and Whitford 1982, Twigg, Fox and Jia 1989). 
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Bird of the night: Grey Fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa) 
Author: W. Flentje 


Call. The main song consists of a series of sweet musical notes resembling high 
frequency tones of a violin. At other times musical chattering calls may also be given when 
two or three birds appear to be quarrelling. Single and double notes are also often made. 


Appearance. Male and female are similar in appearance and 16 cm in length. The 
general colour above is brown-grey with a small white eyebrow, short white line behind 
the eye, white throat and white edges to the tail feathers. A dark band separates the white 
throat and the buff plumage of the breast. The abdomen is white to pale cinnamon. The 
tail is frequently fanned while the bird is perched and in flight. 


Habitat. Grey Fantails occur throughout the Bendigo district. In the drier, mallee areas 
they prefer the shallow gullies and watercourses where the increased moisture provides 
denser vegetation. 


Food. This appears to be restricted to flying insects caught in flight, such as mosquitoes, 
flies, small moths and butterflies. 


Breeding. In the Bendigo area this may extend from September to January, especially if 
early breeding attempts fail due to predation. The nest consists of a very neat, small, cup 
-shaped bowl 5 cm across and made of fine bark, grass or other fibres bound together 
with cobwebs. It is moulded onto a small horizontal branch or fork and usually has a tail 
-piece extending from 10 to 30 cm below the branch. The nest is usually 1 to 2 metres 
above ground but can be higher or lower. 


They usually lay two eggs but sometimes three and rarely even four. These are coloured 
white to cream with very small, brown freckles. 


A recent observation indicates that the female does all the nest building but both male and 
female share the incubation, brooding and feeding of the young. The incubation and 
fledging periods are probably similar to those of the Willie Wagtail i.e. about 13 days for 
each of incubation and fledging. 


General. The birds are very active and restless. In flight they suddenly change direction 
as do butterflies. When perching they often fan the tail and swing the body from side to 
side, even when settling on the nest. As the food is usually small flying insects, the birds 
are constantly watching from a perch and dart out suddenly to catch an insect. 


They can be curious and fearless and soon become accustomed to a friendly human 
presence, even while building a nest a few feet away. 


Some nest tail-pieces have been measured up to 35 cm in length below the nest cup. 
Height of the nest above the ground has been seen as low as 60 cm and as high as 10 
metres. It appears that they prefer to build higher above ground in moister country and 
lower in drier areas. Occasionally the birds have been seen to start building 2 or 3 nests at 
the same time but finally only complete the one which is used. 


It appears that some breeding male birds have a tinge of yellowish orange colour on the 
lower part of the breast and abdomen. 


They appear to be locally nomadic but return in following years to the same area to breed. 


Grey Fantails do not come to ground to feed but do gather nesting material from the 
ground. 


One observer saw a Kookaburra seize a Grey Fantail and fly away with it. 


Grey Fantail 
This photograph was copied by David McDonald from a colour slide of the Grey Fantail 
taken by Bill Flentje. 


Bird Notes and Observations: February 1990 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 

Nankeen Night-heron, 1, Sedgwick, 2/1/90 

Royal Spoonbill, 1, Junortoun, 20/1/90 

Brolga, 3, Harcourt (flying over in early morning), 5/1/90 
Japanese Snipe (Latham's), 2, Calivil, 12/12/89 

Cockatiel, 20, Calivil, 10/1 2/89 

Satin Flycatcher, 2 nest building, Mt Alexander, 3/12/89 
Satin Flycatcher, 1 nest building, Mt Alexander, 3/12/89 
Satin Flycatcher, 2 feeding young, Mt Alexander, 12/12/89 
White's Thrush, 1, Mt Alexander, 3/12/89 


Project birds 

Australian Hobby, 2 hawking for insects, Strathfieldsaye, 25/12/89 
Australian Hobby, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 26 & 27/12/89 

Pallid Cuckoo, 1 not calling, Junortoun, 28/1/90 


Observations 

Great Cormorant, 4, Mandurang South, 31/1/90 

Black-shouldered Kite, 1, California Gully, 23/12/89 

Australian Goshawk, 1, Eaglehawk, 4/1/90 

Australian Goshawk, 3, Eppalock, 10/12/89 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1, Eaglehawk, 18/12/89 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1, Eaglehawk, 31/12/89 

Collared Sparrowhawk, 1, Eaglehawk, 8/1/90 

Nankeen Kestrel, 1, Bendigo, 1/2/90 

Stubble Quail, 1, Calivil, 9/12/89 

Boobook Owl, 1, Sedgwick, 18/1/90 

White-throated Needletail, 50, Strathfieldsaye, 9/12/89 

Rainbow Bee-eater, 2 adults & 3 young (semi-independent), Sedgwick, 18/1/90 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, 2 adults & 3 young, Lyal Glen, December 1989 
New-Holland Honeyeater, 1, Eaglehawk, 13/12/89 

White-fronted Honeyeater, 1, Inglewood, 13-26/1/90 

Masked Woodswallow, 2, Inglewood, 27/1/90 

Grey Butcherbird, 1 adult & 2 immature, Eaglehawk, 18/12/89 

Pacific Heron, 1, Sedgwick, 31/1/90 


Notes 

The Challenge Bird Count was again held on the first Sunday in December. This 24 hour period 
of observation allows the groups of observers to travel within a radius of 40 km from Bendigo to 
record their observations. For a species to be recorded it must be observed by 2 or more observers 
or have its call identified by 3 observers. Species numbers are also recorded. 


The 1988 count gave a total of 141 species within this region. The rapid covering of the district 
often unearths species not often observed, sometimes at the expense of missing some of the more 
obvious species. 


The most recent effort (in December 1989) was undertaken by 2 groups of 3 observers: A Bridley, 
P Allen and D Franklin concentrated on the area north of Bendigo, while J Burtonclay, G Moors 
and J Robinson covered the south of the region to Mt Alexander and across to Lyal Glen. The 
count was 134 species with the highlights being Brolgas at Thunder Swamp and Satin Flycatchers 
and a White's Thrush at Mt Alexander. 


While it is not unusual to see one or two Brolgas near swamps and lakes to the north of Bendigo, 
the sighting of 3 Brolgas flying south-west at Harcourt in the early morning provides a record of 
their movements over territory where they are not expected to be seen. 


As shown by our records, occasional small flocks of Cockatiels are seen each year at Calivil, 
mainly during the warmer weather (the previous sighting had been 21/1/89). these birds are 
migratory in the south, arriving in Victoria in spring and leaving in late summer and autumn. 


Latham's Snipe migrate to Australia after breeding in Japan in June and July. They arrive every 
year at Calivil in the late spring or early summer; during their stay, they feed on soft, wet ground 
such as irrigated pasture and drying swamps. 


Bird Notes and Observations: March 1990 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 

Fork-tailed Swift, 1, Junortoun Rise, 12/2/90 

Southern Whiteface, 1 or 2, Junortoun Rise, 3/2/90 to 25/2/90 
Whiskered Tern, 2, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 16/2/90 
Spotted Harrier, 1, Calivil, 18/2/90 

Masked Lapwing, 40, Calivil, 28/2/90 


Special Project Birds 

Australian Hobby, 1, Calivil, 27/2/90 
Australian Hobby, 1, Epsom, 14/2/90 
Australian Hobby, 2, Rochester, 1/3/90 
Australian Hobby, 1, Eaglehawk, 11/2/90 


Observations 

Brown Goshawk, 2, California Gully, 9/2/90 

White-plumed Honeyeater, 1 (feeding young), Sedgwick, 26/2/90 
White-browed Scrubwren, 1, Sedgwick, 23/2/90 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill, 1, Mandurang South, 20 & 21/2/90 
Chestnut-rumped Thombill, 3, Junortoun, 24/2/90 

Rainbow Bird, 20+, Sedgwick, 3 to 12/2/90 

Common Mynah, 2, Strathfieldsaye, 28/2/90 

Pied Currawong, small group, Jobs Gully, 1988 


Lists 

Terrick Terrick State Park, 30/3/88 to 2/4/88, 4/2/90 
Eddington, 5/3/88 

Whipstick State Park, 16/7/88 

Glenluce Springs, 13/11/88 

Junortoun Rise, 30/ veneh 5/1 ee 9/11/88, 25/12/88, 1/2/90 to 25/2/90 
Eaglehawk, 8/88, 10/88, 11/88 

Barfold Gorge, 13/8/89 

Tang Tang, 9/10/89 

Winghee, 9/10/89 

Challenge Bird Count, 3/12/89 

Lake Eppalock, 18/2/90 

Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 16/2/90 

Barkers Creek Reservoir, 16/2/90 

Kennington Reservoir, 20/2/90 

Sedgwick, 23/2/90 

Apollo Hill, 26/2/90 

Calivil, 1/90, 2/90 


Notes 

40 Masked Lapwings were seen on irrigated pasture at Calivil. They were feeding on salty ground 
that hadn't been watered before. Usually only pairs are seen in this area. Masked Lapwings form 
local flocks when not breeding and feed on invertebrates. 


A Spotted Harrier was seen flying low over the paddocks at Calivil, giving several flaps of the 
wings, then gliding and repeating the actions as it moved systematically back and forth. This is 
typical of how this species searches for prey. The Spotted Harrier is only seen occasionally in the 
area, usually in late summer or autumn. 


Each evening for over a week in early February, twenty to fifty Rainbow Birds arrived at about 
7:15pm to roost in Grey Box saplings at Sedgwick. These birds were extremely noisy for over an 
hour while they settled down for the night. Just as two or three birds huddled close together near 
the end of the branch, another would disturb them by trying to fit on the end. Some appeared to be 
in family groups, having two or three with paler plumage. 


One Southern Whiteface was seen at Junortoun Rise on 20/5/89 (Whirrakee, August '89). This 

year one or two were seen on 6 occasions in February in an area of regenerating Grey Box and 

Yellow Gum woodland with grassy and heathy understory. They have been seen feeding in 

saplings, clumps of mistletoe and on the ground. Sometimes they were in the company of other 
birds, sometimes not. 


Chestnut-rumped Thornbills are seen less frequently than other thornbills in this district, except for 
the Inland Thornbill. Habitats it has been seen in include heath and woodland with low 
understory. We have no recent observations on file from the forests south of Bendigo. 


The Whiskered Tern seems to be an occasional visitor to local wetlands. Previous sightings have 
been in October, November and December. They were mostly summer migrants from further 
north to Victoria. 


The Fork-tailed Swift was seen hawking for insects. We have fewer records of Fork-tailed Swifts 
than White-throated Needletails. The Swifts are also summer migrants. 


News of the Red Swainson Pea 
Author: Alex Stone 


From time to time we receive copies of the twice-monthly publication, East Loddon Community 
News which is printed at the East Loddon Shire Office and Nancy and I read with great interest a 
regular feature headed 'East Loddon Nature Notes’. 


Recent issues have included for instance, articles on 'Quandongs', 'Crows' and ‘Onion Grass’, 
while items of particular interest to us were ‘Bird List for Central East Loddon Shire’, July- 
September (26/10/89) and ‘Local Wildflowers' (12/10/89). The last mentioned article refers to the 
wild Red Swainson Pea (Swainsona plagiotropis) and permission has been obtained to quote from 
this article as follows: 


An early settler of this area once wrote in his diary - "Our plain paddock is like a garden of 
flowers - all kinds in season." 


Unfortunately, due to environmental changes, cultivation and grazing practices, we can rarely now 
enjoy the spectacle of such a profusion of wildflowers. But, this year we are privileged to enjoy 
one of these rare occasions, as, in a paddock near Mitiamo, can be seen scores of red wild sweet 
pea (Swainsona plagiotropis) a plant which has become very rare in this area. The plant only 
grows in an area from the Corop Lakes to Kerang. It has vanished rapidly over the years and is 
now an endangered species. 


We made enquiries from Mrs Gwen Twigg, who edits the notes, and received further information. 
They were in Miss Iris Haw's 3-cornered paddock opposite the railway line, on the left-hand side 
of the road going into Mitiamo from Bendigo. 


Gwen and Bill Twigg contacted Dr Bob Parsons, Reader in Botany at LaTrobe University, who 
came up immediately with Neville Scarlett, also of LaTrobe. They have money from the National 
Estate Grant and the World Wildlife Fund to locate remaining stands of Victoria's most endangered 
species of wildflowers. 


Permission had been obtained for these men and the Twiggs to visit the patch. The visitors were 
delighted with the number of flowers and obtained the co-operation of Iris and her brother Len in 
keeping sheep off the paddock until the seed had set. 


Bob Parsons and Neville Scarlett are trying to get funds from the Victorian Conservation 
Foundation to buy the land from the Haws, who are co-operative, for a Nature Reserve, but, so 
far, cannot offer nearly the value of the land. 


It is perhaps worth saying that this paddock has been subject to normal dry-land farming practices 
for many years. 


Comments on the Plant List for the Diamond Hill/Hollidays Road area 
Author: Eric Whiting 


I was very interested in Rod Orr's Native Plant List for the Diamond Hill/Hollidays Road area as I 
had collected there twice whilst surveying the flora to the east of Bendigo prior to moving up here 
to Leeton NSW. The first occasion was in August 1984 with a BFNC excursion led by Tom 
Patullo and the second was a special collecting trip in July 1986. 


On comparing Rod's list with mine, I was immediately fascinated by the absence of Quaking Grass 
(Briza-maxima) from Rod's list. At the time of my first visit, the country was still recovering from 
the big 1982 drought and all the Bendigo forests were carpeted by Quaking Grass to the point 
where many feared all natives would be choked out. By 1986, it was still the dominant grass 
throughout the forests but at least other species had clearly survived. 


I have attached a list of the plants I have recorded for the area that are not on Rod's list. In addition 
there were (are?) 3 species that were planted by Frank Robbins as an experiment which were, 
despite the drought, still flourishing in 1986. These were the Grampians Thryptomene, The Bent- 
leaf Wattle (from the Whipstick), and the double-flowered form of the Waxflower. If I remember 
rightly, they were planted inside one corner of the fenced area and the last two at least were 
spreading, with new plants appearing outside the fence. Another plant that may reappear is the 
Scrambling Coral Fern (Gleichenia microphylla) well-noted in the area before the drought, but only 
dead fronds seen in 1984 and no trace found of it in 1986. 


When comparing lists one always has difficulties with name changes. In most cases the changes 
can be traced, however there are 4 plants on Rod's list that I think are the same plants as I have 
recorded under different names and on which I would like further comment. I have not come 
across the name Daviesia leptophylla for the Slender Bitter-pea. I think Rod is referring to what 
was listed as Daviesia mimosoides by Cliff Beauglehole in his North-central Study Area list, and 
was in the 1970's often labelled as Daviesia virgata (as used by Costermans in Native Trees and 
Shrubs of South-eastern Australia). Another of the pea family that has an identity crisis is the 
Smooth Parrot-pea. Rod has obviously followed local convention in using Dillwynia glaberrima, 
however, Cliff listed Dillwynia ramosissima for the Diamond Hill Historic Area, with D glaberrima 
only occurring at Mount Beckworth in the NC area. Has a specimen ever been sent to the 
Herbarium for the authorities to settle this anomaly? 


Is Goodenia blackiana the correct name for what was labelled as Goodenia sp. A in Cliff's listings? 
Incidently, NSW must have a different letter coding for un-named species as sp. A of the NSW list 


only occurs on the north coast; sp. C appears to be equated with Cliff's sp. A, ie with affinities to 
Goodenia affinis! There is not a lot of change in plants either side of the Murray, only in Botany 
Schools! 


Where Rod listed Leptospermum coriaceum for the Tea-tree, I think its correct identification is 
Leptospermum myrsinoides. J Thompson has just published a revision of the genus in Telopea 
(3:3, 1989) in which L coriaceum has a definite mallee/sand dune distribution taking in only the 
NW of Victoria. L myrsinoides is coastal to inland heath and mallee, and one of the selected 
specimens is from the Whipstick. Her key separates them on the number of ovules in each locule 
of the capsule (c20 in 4 or more rows in L myrsinoides and c10 in 2 rows in L coriaceum) and in 
the number of loculi (3-5, and rarely less than 5 respectively). Would anyone with a dissecting 
microscope care to check? 


Additions to the list of plants for the Diamond Hill/Hollidays Road area 


Silver Wattle Acacia dealbata Rush Juncus amabilis 
Lesser Joyweed _ Alternanthera denticulata Rush Juncus saraphorus 
Quaking Grass Briza maxima Rush Juncus sp. A 

Tall Sedge Carex appressa Wattle Mat-rush Lomandra filiformis 
Slender Dodder-laurel Cassytha glabella Woodrush Luzula densiflora 
Centaury Centaurium tenuiflorum Paspalum Paspalum dilatum 
Pampas Grass Cortadieria sellowiana Matted Bush-pea Pultenaea pedunculata 
Bristly Wallaby Grass Danthonia setacea Sweet Briar Rosa rubiginosa 
Common Love-grass Eragrostis brownii Slender Dock Rumex brownii 
Yellow Gum Eucalyptus leucoxylon Annual Fireweed Senecio glomeratus 
Shining pennywort Hydrocotyle sibthorpthioides Dense Speargrass Stipa densiflora (or S. semibarbata?) 
Smooth Cat's-ear Hypochoeris glabra Suckling Clover Trifolium dubium 
Sharp Rush Juncus acutus Twiggy Mullein Verbascum virgatum 


A separated population of Green Mallee 
Author: Eric Whiting 


From time to time members have reported isolated occurrences or outlying populations of plants in 
the Bendigo area. Don Franklin has recorded several sightings of Eucalypts well-separated from 
their usual range, such as Mallees in the Wellsford Forest (Whirrakee, 10:9, October 1989) 


Although distant from Bendigo, I thought that members would be interested in my discovery of a 
population of Green Mallee (Eucalyptus viridis) far from the nearest recognised stronghold at West 
Wyalong, NSW. I am now living at Leeton in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, where the 
natural vegetation is dominated by White Cypress-pine, Grey Box, and Eucalyptus dwyeri in the 
drier hillier areas, River Red Gum along the river and other streams and remnants of Boree and 
Yellow Box on the plains. West Wyalong and its Mallee country is another 100km further north as 
the crow flies. According to John Brickhill (National Parks and Wildlife, Griffith) Green Mallee is 
known to extend southward from West Wyalong for about 40km, ie, still north of Ardlethan. 
Dumosa Mallee (Eucalyptus dumosa) and Painted Mallee (Eucalyptus socialis) have been recorded 
along the Ardlethan-Griffith road, still about 50km from Leeton. 


Last year I was invited to do a plant list of a private property just 10km north of Leeton in the 
Brobenah Hills, part of the range of hilly outcrops stretching north-west from Narrandera. Two- 
thirds of the square-mile property is a rocky ridge of very coarse conglomerate enclosing a 
sheltered valley. The owner has kept it for the wildlife and so it has not been grazed for about 8 
years. After just 4 visits my list comprises 160 species including several very spectacular 
flowering shrubs and 8 orchids. 


At the foot of the northern face of the ridge just above the cleared and grazed flatter ground, there is 
an area that appears to have been used as a gravel scrape. It was in and around this that I found the 
Green Mallees. Being used to the frequently cut areas of the Whipstick, I was a bit taken aback to 
be confronted by really mature specimens 6 to 10 metres tall with several trunks about 30cm in 
diameter! Happily, there is new growth around as well. 


I was interested to hear the owner say that he knew the trees were different from the other multi- 
trunked trees, Dwyer's Mallee Gum (Eucalyptus dwyeri) which dominate the ridges, not just by 
the narrow leaf, but because all the old trunks are eaten out by the white ants. All of the old trees 
had fallen trunks around them, clearly reduced to shells at their bases. 


(In his letter, Eric also sends his regards to all in the BENC) 


Excursion report: Ocean Grove 
Author: Win Demeo 


On the Labour Day weekend, 11 members of the club stayed at Ingamell's Camp at Ocean Grove. 
We arrived on Friday evening and on Saturday some of us went to Anglesea and did short walks 
around the area. We first went to Point Addis where there was a strong wind blowing off the sea 
and saw the effect it had on the plants growing there. We then went on another walk further inland 
where we saw Manna Gum, Red Ironbark, Swamp Gum, Hyacinth Orchid, and Bearded Midge 
Orchid. The following birds were also seen at Ironbark Basin: Crimson and Eastern Rosellas, 
Brown Flycatcher, Gang Gang Cockatoo, Spine-tailed Swift, Pardalote, Golden Whistler, Varied 
Sitella, Superb Fairy Wren, Kookaburra, Rufous Whistler, Mistletoe Bird, Yellow Robin, Grey 
Fantail, New Holland Honeyeater, Grey Currawong. 


On Sunday we went to Mud Island; it was an experience never to be forgotten! We went to 
Queenscliff to catch the ferry. The sea was so choppy that we had to be taken off the ferry by a 
small row-boat, which took about an hour to get everyone off. Then we had to wade about 300 
metres to the island, which we all managed to do except for the first group off the ferry who 
walked in the wrong direction and got marooned on a sandbar for some time. We were all very 
wet and cold when we got to the island so we sat on the beach and changed into dry gear. We had 
some bird observers with us and they braved the rain and cold to observe the following birds: 
Ruddy Turnstone, Pelican, Welcome Swallow, Little Grassbird, Australian Gannet, Royal 
Spoonbill, Fairy Tern, Mongolian Plover, Black Swan, Little Tern, Red and Great Knots, Curlew 
Sandpiper, Double-barred Plover, Red-capped Plover, Short-tailed Shearwater, Grey Plover, Bar- 
tailed Godwit, Crested Tern, Black-faced Cormorant, Red-necked Stint, Silver Gull. 


On Monday we went to Queenscliff and caught the same ferry to go down the Bay to the South 
Channel Fort which was built last century to repel the Russians. We went ashore and had a look 
around the Fort which is on a man-made island; the soil and stones were carried from Footscray. 
The Fort was so constructed that everything including the guns was underground. The guns were 
elevated above ground for firing, then retracted for re-loading. When we got back to Queenscliff, 
we returned to the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve for a barbecue lunch - so ended a good weekend. 


The weekend was hosted by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club and other Western Victorian Clubs 
were also present. At one stage on the Mud Island trip, when the ferry was tossing us around, I 
remarked that they would probably give us all a big funeral back in Bendigo! We also nearly lost 
Bev Leeson over the side when she was getting back on the ferry. 


Thanks to Dick Southcombe and John Guley for organising the weekend and to Rob and Glenise 
Moors for taking me with them. . 


Conservation Status of Crown Land 
Author: Anne Bridley 


The Department of Conservation Forests and Lands is conducting a survey which 
will classify all Crown Land in the Borough of Eaglehawk according to its 
conservation value. Land which is considered to be of insufficient conservation 
significance for retention will be transferred to the Department of Property and 
Services and may then be sold. 


If anyone can assist with information on Flora, Fauna, or Historic values of a block 
of land in the Borough, could they please contact either Norm Stimson of CF&L 
(44 6606) or Anne Bridley (46 1474). I am also interested in the location of any 
colonies of Grey-crowned Babblers and Blue-faced Honeyeaters in the Bendigo 


District. 


Bird list for Central East Loddon Shire, October to December 1989 


Source: East Loddon Nature Notes 


Mountain Duck 

Grey Teal 

Maned Duck 

Black Duck 

Great Black Cormorant 
Little Pied Cormorant 
White-faced Heron 
White-necked Heron 


Yellow-billed Spoonbill 


Royal Spoonbill 
Sacred Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Japanese Snipe 
Spur-winged Plover 
Banded Plover 
Black-fronted Dotterel 
Swamp Harrier 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Nankeen Kestrel 
Little Falcon 

Brown Falcon 

Brown Goshawk 
Spotted Harrier 
Wedgetail Eagle 


Sacred Kingfisher 
Kookaburra 

Brown Songthrush 
Richards Pipit 
Brown Fieldlark 
Stubble Quail 

Zebra Finch 

Seed Warbler 

Little Grassbird 
Eastern Swamphen 
Dusky Moorhen 
Black Swan 

Fairy Martin 
Welcome Swallow 
White-fronted Chat 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Blue Wren 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Striated Pardalote 
Noisy Miner 

Pallid Cuckoo 
Magpie Lark 

Crested Pigeon 
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Long-billed Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 

Galah 


Cockatiel 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
White-winged Triller 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
Horsfields Cuckoo 
Scissors Grinder 

Willie Wagtail 

Blackbird 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Rufous Whistler 
White-winged Chough 
Sparrow 

Starling 

Magpie 

Australian Raven 

Brown Flycatcher 
Boobook Owl 

Barking Owl 

Goldfinch 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Laurie Leeson 


Each month the club receives a number of newsletters and magazines; some by subscription 
and some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the club librarian at club 
meetings. Have you made use of any of these lately ? 


Ecos 

The autumn issue of this CSIRO magazine has an article titled 'Fast-growing Eucalypts 
Boost Plantation Prospects' which discusses investigations into the use of eucalypts in 
plantations. A number of species, particularly Shining Gum, have shown remarkable 
increases in growth rate in intensively managed plantations. - 


"Australia's dry outback is often described as unchanging and timeless ............ But in 
fact European occupation has wrought many irreversible changes to the region, including 
the greatest degree of extinction of the native mammals anywhere in this country." The 
article “Demise of the Desert Mammals' discusses an explanation of how settlement had its 
impact on the animals of the arid areas. 


Park Watch 

The March issue of the VNPA magazine raises the issue of the future of unused railway 

lines in "Linear Parks Needing Your Support’. Two lines in south-west Victoria have 

already been considered and others are to come up shortly. The article discusses the 

apr ane of these linear reserves and the procedure for making submissions regarding 
eir future. 


In 'Cats, Dogs and National Parks’ the problems facing managers of urban fringe 
conservation parks such as the Dandenong Ranges National Park and Kinglake National 
Park are considered. "The control of these pests, both domestic and feral, is one. of the 
most serious problems..." Data is given on population decline of lyrebirds and on attempts 
being made to tackle the problems. 


'The Remarkable Mallee Fowl' gives interesting background information and finishes with 
comment on the significance of the LCC Recommendations in consideration of its future. 


The Victorian Naturalist 

The February issue (Vol.107 No.1) has articles on Victorian native freshwater fish. There 
is also an 1896 species list for the Merri Creek area (Melbourne) with discussion of its 
significance and contents, 


Other publications received this month include: 

The Bird Observer No.695 March '90 
Environment Victoria Issue 76 Feb/Mar '90 
Conservation News Vol.22 No.2 March '90 
Geelong Naturalist Vol.26 No.3 Summer '89/'90 
Geelong F.N.C. Newsletters No.280 Feb. '90 and No.281 Mar. '90 
Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion-News Sheet March '90 
Sunraysia F.N.C. Sun-Nat Vol.29 No.2 Feb. '90 
Castlemaine Naturalist No.154 March '90 

BDEC Newsletter Vol.2 No.2 March '90 

East Gippsland Coalition News March '90 
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Diary 


Meetings 

Wednesday April 11 ‘Comparisons of vegetation in grazed and ungrazed forest in the 
One Tree Hill Regional Park’. David McDonald 

Wednesday May 9 to be arranged ; 


Wednesday June 13 "Mosses and Lichens'. Garry Cheers 


Bird Observers Group 

Friday May 4, 7:30 pm, Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Topic: Planning this year’s syllabus - topics and excursions. 
Bird of the Night: Tawny-crowned Honeyeater. 


Botany Group 
Thursday April 26, 7:30 pm, J Kellam's home, 7 Patrick Street, Bendigo (43 5745). 


Mammal Survey Group 
Thursday April 19, Bat Trapping and BBQ at Lake Weeroona commencing at 5:30pm 


Committee meeting 
Wednesday April 18, 8pm, R Fyffe's home, 546 Hargreaves Street, Bendigo (43 7673) 


Excursions ; 

April 13 Easter Campout (Friday 13 to Monday 16): Warby Range State Park at 
Wenham's campsite. The Wangaratta FNC has been invited to join us on 
this camp in this very interesting area. Further details from John Guley. 

May 12 Astronomy excursion to the observatory of Mr Ron Kruse, Burns Street, 


Axedale; turn right from the McIvor Highway at the Police Station and 
head south on the Lake Eppalock Road; only about 0.5 km down this 
road, turn left into Burns Street. The observatory is at the house on the 
left (opposite John and Caroline Lindner's home). Two dates have been 
arranged to allow for postponement in case of unsuitable weather: 
Saturday, May 12 from 6pm until 10pm or, if weather is overcast or 
inclement, the visit will be held instead on Sunday, May 13 from 6pm 
until 10pm. Please note that the Sunday arrangements are only in case of 
postponement on Saturday; both dates will not be used for the excursion 
(telephone John Lindner (39 7308) if you are unsure whether the weather 
is suitable and to check that the Astronomy night will proceed on 
Saturday). The equipment available will be a 171/2 inch reflecting 
telescope and a second (but smaller) reflecting telescope from the BCAE. 
Bring your own binoculars, a planisphere if you have one, wear warm 
clothes and BYO food for supper and your own cup. Because only 2 or 3 
people can use the observatory at a time, others will be observing outside. 
Supper will be at the Lindners' house with hot water, milk, tea, coffee 
and sugar provided. A donation of $1.50 per person, payable to John 
Lindner on the night, will be passed on to Ron Kruse. 


